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After much deliberation, the MPL Directors finally decided at 
their last Board Meeting in January, to hold this year’s event in 
Sri Lanka. 

This Conference will be a first for two reasons: 
•	 Never before on the Indian Sub-Continent.
•	 Never before truly beachside 

It has taken almost 2 months to find the best places in Sri Lanka, 
which could cater to YOUR needs, be a short distance from 
Bandaranaike International Airport, on the beach and yet not 
isolated. On that basis, we have chosen two adjacent hotels - 
Jetwing Blue and Jetwing Beach.  

NEGOMBO is the fourth largest city, situated on the west coast, 
approximately 35 km (22 mi) north of Colombo. It is one of the 
major commercial hubs in Sri Lanka and an important economic 
center. Additionally it is famous for its fishing industry, markets 
and long sandy beaches. 

NEGOMBO is about 2 meters above sea level, and its geography 
is a mix of land and water. Dutch canals flow through the heart of 
the city. The lagoon is one of the most scenic and there are over 
190 species of wildlife, including a large variety of birds. 

During October/November the average is 27 centigrade, with an 
average rainfall during the month of 15-19 days.  

10TH MPL ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
ARRIVE 22ND – DEPART 25TH OCTOBER, 2017

OR WITH OPTIONAL EXTRA - DEPART 26TH OCTOBER, 2017
JETWING BLUE/JETWING BEACH HOTELS - NEGOMBO, SRI LANKA

FULL DETAILS, INCLUDING OPTIONAL EXTRA (25TH OCTOBER)
AND COSTS WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON



Sri Lanka is located in the Indian Ocean southwest of the Bay of 
Bengal. It consists mostly of flat to coastal plains, with mountains 
in the south central part. During the winter, frost may occur over 
several days on top on the highest levels.

Rainfall is influenced by monsoon winds from the Indian Ocean 
and Bay of Bengal.

There are 103 rivers crisscrossing Sri Lanka, with the longest 
being Mahaweli, which extends 335 kilometers (208 miles). 
These rivers have created 51 natural waterfalls of 10 meters 
high or more. 
Furthermore, it has 45 estuaries and 40 lagoons. The island is 
rich in minerals, plus the existence of petroleum and gas. 

Although Sri Lanka is relatively small, it has a remarkably high 
proportion of flowering plants and mammals. 
With 24 wildlife reserves, these provide homes to a wide range 
of native species such as Asian elephants, leopards, sloth bears, 
unique small loris (of the primate family), a variety of deer, 
purple faced monkeys, the endangered wild boar, porcupines 
and Indian pangolins (scaled ant-eaters). 
In addition, to all this Sri Lanka is home to over 250 types of 
resident birds, with several bird sanctuaries. 

Sri Lanka is the oldest democracy in Asia. In 1931, it enabled 
general elections, with universal adult voting. It was the first 
time a non-caucasion country within the empires of Western 
Europe was given one man, one vote and the power to control its 
own domestic affairs. The first election was held in June 1931. 

A Commission was appointed to draft a new constitution in 1944 
and around this time Sri Lanka, then known as Ceylon fought on 
constitutional lines, for independence from the U.K. which was 
granted in 1948. 

In the 19th and 20th centuries, Sri Lanka became a plantation 
economy, famous for its production and export of cinnamon, 
rubber and Ceylon tea, the latter, which remains a trademark 
national export. The importance of production and export of 
tea, rubber, coffee, sugar and other commodities continues 
today, but industrialization has increased in the form of food 
processing, textiles, telecommunications and finance. 

The country’s main economic sectors are tourism, tea export, 
clothing, rice production and other agricultural production. In 
addition to these economic sections, overseas employment, 
especially in the Middle East, contributes substantially in foreign 
exchange. 

sri lanka



The two official languages of Sri Lanka are Sinhalese and Tamil, 
with the Constitution defining English as the link language.

Sri Lanka is a multi-religious country, with a recent census 
showing:

Buddhist	 70%
Hindu	 13%
Muslim 	 10%
Christian	 7%
Other	 0.04%

Sri Lanka’s coastline is 1585 km long and has an extensive road 
network for inland transportation. With more than 100,000 km 
of paved roads, it has one of the highest road densities in the 
world. E-grade highways are the latest addition and are access-
controlled, high-mobility roads with permitted speeds up to 
100km/h. These highways connect local communities together, 
by passing busy and congested town centers. 

The rail network of Sri Lanka consists of main, coastal and up-
country lines. Air and water based transportation augments the 
inland transport. 



During our Barcelona Conference in 2015, we presented our 
new Exhibition projects. 

A few months later, we were at FAF in Munich in Germany, then 
followed by Africargo in Cape Town, South Africa. 

These two exhibitions were very much ‘trials’ to try to get an 
idea of the kind of fairs to choose for the future. From these 
‘experiments’, we knew we were on the right track and take this 
opportunity to thank so much, our sponsors, who willing to back 
our ideas, without hesitation. 

Some of those partners have decided to renew their experiences 
this year, so we can say that this is the proof of success. 

Based on our experience, we have focused our searches into fairs 
most interesting to our members, looking for volume, because 
the greater the volume, the greater number of containers are 
shipped.

West Pack was absolutely amazing! As described wonderfully by 
Marjorie from UCM, who was present, we found so many different 
kinds of products that were all interesting for our sponsors. 
Thank you Marjorie so much for your help and assistance. 
 
The stand was fresh and very attractive. Nearly too much to 
handle, because we had to organize ourselves to never leave it 
‘unmanned’. People cam    e to us, asking for information about 
our Network, and also about our sponsors and services. We 
ensured we were included in the Fair’s Media and it worked very 
well to our benefit. 

We collected many contact details for our sponsors, and a 
detailed report was sent to each of those who had decided to 
use the MPL staff to promote their company. 
One of MPL’s job at these exhibitions is to collect as many 

visitors Business Cards as possible; to understand the visitors’ 
needs, making them feel welcome at our booth, and work out 
how viable they may be to our partners.

In addition, it is important to understand the destination of their 
shipments, delivery terms, volume, airfreight or sea freight, 
frequency of their shipments, etc. It would be too easy just to 
collect every Business Card, but the most important thing was 
understanding how valuable the person in front of you could 
be to those sponsors who had decided to invest in this kind of 
service, in order to increase their business.

It is impossible to say if every one of them will conclude new 
shipments after the fair, but the feedbacks from some of them 
were very encouraging. It is very important to contact those 
potential new suppliers as soon as you receive the MPL report. 
The ‘after-fair’ follow-up is essential. No time to sit back and 
wait, contact those visitors immediately and utilize to its best 
this exclusive opportunity MPL offers you! 

Sometimes it will work, sometimes it will not, but your LOGO will 
be shown on the MPL Booth for the whole year, all around the 
world! In any case, you will have the benefits of your investment!

The next appointment is in Munich, at Transport Logistic, 
dedicated much more to our field, but again with many 
opportunities to meet potential new suppliers, and hopefully to 
extend our Network to those corners of the world where we are 
not yet represented! 

Sophie Cappa
Sales Executive

WEST PACK - ANAHEIM, LOS ANGELES, USA 
STARTING 2017 WITH OUR FIRST SUCCESS



Testimonials ...

Dear Sophie,
Thank you very much for the good work in our name! We really appreciate this. 
Hopefully, we get some interesting contacts and maybe some shipments from 
this. The booth looked very good and I even saw our material on it… funny!
CU in Munich!
Best regards
Pay-Andres Lüders
LÜDERS & STANGE KG/GERMANY

Dear Sophie and Friends;
I want to thank you and MPL for decision 
to participate in the West Pack in 
Anaheim, California. 

As you know I was visiting for other 
business California, dates match with 
the trade fair. It was very satisfying seen 
MPL boot at the fair, even more when there 
was the only logistic network with presence 
in such event and there was interest from 
many visitors and exhibitors.

We look forward to review potential 
business and contacts we made.
Thanks again and Best Regards
Jorge Pareja 
General Director
Logimodal - Venezuela

Dear Sophie, 
Thank you for organizing a successful exhibitor experience at the WestPack 
Exhibition and Conference in Anaheim.  The booth was very professional 
and the location was strategic.  The range of exhibitors and attendees were 
numerous with a focus from medical device products, electronic components, 
packaging materials, general machinery and much more. So expansive with 
good traffic by the booth especially on the first two days. I am pleased with 
the contacts secured and am hopeful for new partnerships both short term and 
long term. I also appreciated getting to know our MPL partners and now 
friends who attended as well.
Kind Regards,
Marjorie Posada - Regional Sales Manager 
United Cargo Management, Inc./USA 



H & Friends GTL Penang office successfully carried
project cargo to Sohar / Oman during JAN/2017

(6x40 Flat rack , 7x40 Open Top , 27x40 HQ , 1x20 DG , 1x20)





ARTICLE SUBMITTED BY OUR MPL MEMBER - SAMATRA/ETHIOPIA

PetroChina wins USD 1 bln fuel supply tender

LOGISTICS

The Chinese oil and gas giant, PetroChina, 
has won fuel supply bid floated by the 
Ethiopian Petroleum Supply Enterprise 
(EPSE) for the purchase of 1.3 million 
metric tons of fuel to be delivered from 
January-December 2017.
EPSE agreed to buy one million metric 
tons of (gas oil) diesel and 320,000 
metric tons of gasoline (benzene) from 
PetroChina with an estimated cost of one 
billion dollars. The enterprise, which is 
the sole government body for the import 
of petroleum products, buys fuel through 
an open international tender.
It is for the first time when PetroChina won 
the tender. For the past two consecutive 
years Vitol Oil, the Bahrain-based oil 
trader won the bids and supplied the 
nation with fuel.
Executives of EPSE and PetroChina 
signed the agreement on Thursday 
in Addis Ababa. During the signing 
ceremony Tadesse Hailemariam, CEO of 
EPSE, said that PetroChina has offered 
very attractive technical and financial 
proposals. “PetroChina is a reputable 
company in the global oil industry. We are 
happy to work with them,” Tadesse said.
Eight international oil trading companies 
including Vitol Oil, Trafigura and 
PetroChina participated in the tender. One 
company was disqualified for submitting 
both the technical and financial proposals 
together. The technical proposals 
submitted by the seven companies were 

evaluated and were invited to the financial 
evaluation.
“We were satisfied with the technical 
proposal of PetroChina. When it comes to 
the financial proposal they offered us very 
good prices,” Tadesse told The Reporter.
Tadesse said that in the future EPSE is 
contemplating to discuss joint investment 
projects with PetroChina. “We want 
to go further beyond fuel supply with 
PetroChina.”
Daniel Kalumba, representative of 
PetroChia, said that his company has held 
discussions with EPSE for the last three 
years but this is for the first time that the 
company has been awarded the contract. 
“We were eager to participate in the bid 
and offer competitive price, Kalumba 
said.
Kalumba said PetroChina is one of the 
top ten leading oil companies in the world 
with an annual turnover of 400 billion 
dollars. “We want to further take our 
cooperation with EPSE to joint investment 
projects.” However, Kalumba said it was 
too early to talk about the planned joint 
investment projects.
Kalumba said the tender process was 
very transparent. “There is no under table 
negotiation. Everything is clear and very 
transparent. I want to assure you that we 
will deliver the petroleum products on 
time.”
PetroChina will source the diesel and 
benzene from Yanbu Refinery in Saudi 

Arabia. “We also have other options in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) or China. We 
see the options,” Kalumba said.
Established in 1999 PetroChina Limited 
Company is the largest oil producer and 
distributer in China. It is also one of the 
largest oil companies in the world listed in 
the New York and Asian stock exchanges. 
Eighty five percent of the shares are 
owned by the Chinese government.
Ethiopia annually imports three million 
metric tons of fuel worth 2.8 billion 
dollars. Last year the country consumed 
288,000 MT of benzene, two million 
MT of diesel and 710,000 MT of jet fuel 
(kerosene).
EPSE buys 100 percent of the country’s 
jet fuel consumption, 800,000 MT and 
60 percent of diesel 1.2 million MT 
from Kuwait. The state-owned Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) supplies 
the two products directly from Kuwait 
using its own fuel tanker vessels. Sudan 
supplies Ethiopia’s 85 percent benzene 
consumption. 
Hence, EPSE buys 40 percent of the 
diesel and 15 percent of the benzene 
consumption from international oil 
trading firms through an international 
open tender process.
However, since Sudan will shut down its 
refineries for maintenance work EPSE is 
going to buy the benzene from PetroChina 
in 2017.

ETHIOPIA 
Samatra Private Limited Company
P.O. Box 4902
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
www.samatralogistics.com
Tel: +251 11 443 0597 
Mobile +251 91 120 0323
Fax: +251 11 443 0538 
Attn: Salahadin Khalifa – General Manager 
Email: salahadin@ethiopianlogostics.com 



OUR MEMBER WHO HAS RECENTLY MOVED

 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Camel Worldwide Cargo LLC

CWW Logistics Centre - Jebel Ali Freezone, UAE
Tel + 971 4 883 2211
Fax + 971 4 883 2218

Attn: Mr. Ancy J. D’Souza 
E-mail: ancyjd@camelworldiwide.net

MPL Email: dxb_camel@marcopololine.com 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE LOOK AT THE MPL WEBSITE/NETWORK OF OFFICES.



OUR MEMBER WHO HAS RECENTLY MOVED

SRI LANKA
Salota International (Pvt) Ltd.

26B , 1st Floor, Alwis Place - 03 Colombo, Sri Lanka 
Website: www.salotaint.com 

Tel: +94 11 511 5500
Fax: +94 11 531 5177

Attn: Mrs. Shiroma Dharmasena 
Email: shiroma@salotaint.com 

Attn: Mrs. Nadeeka Bandarigoda
Email: nadeeka@salotaint.com 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE LOOK AT THE MPL WEBSITE/NETWORK OF OFFICES.
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Our next fair at TRANSPORT LOGISTIC
Munich - May 9-12, 2017

MPL BOOTH N°A5 - 110

Deadline to book on the 31st of March 2017.

For further information contact
sophie@marcopololine.com

the leading exhibition



Next Newsletter
THE NEXT ISSUE WILL BE OUT IN MAY, 2017
KINDLY STAR SENDING YOUR INPUT NOW.

OR BY THE LAST WEEK OF APRIL. 

The MPL Newsletter should be a vital part of The MarcoPoloLine Group and ideally issued Bi-Monthly to ensure it is.

This is YOUR vehicle of communications within the GROUP.

HERE YOU can express YOUR views, provide information on YOUR company and country or new trade legislation;
HERE YOU can contribute antidotes, or share experiences of interest, either serious or amusing.

HERE YOU can start ongoing correspondence with other members in the form of letters 

MAKING THIS PUBLICATION BI-MONTHLY DEPENDS ON YOU THE MEMBERS
SUBMITTING ARTICLES OR LETTERS. PHOTOGRAPHS WOULD BE GREATLY WELCOMED TOO!!

Algeria 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Ethiopia 

France 
Germany 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Hungary 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Korea, Republic Of 
Latvia 
Lebanon 
Libya 
Lithuania 
Macedonia, The Former 
Yugoslav Republic Of 
Malaysia 
Malta 

Mauritius 
Mexico 
Montenegro 
Morocco 
Myanmar 
Namibia 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Romania 
Russia 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Singapore 

Slovakia 
Slovenia 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zambia


